
Psalms 
On the poor. 
 
 
Psalm 9:17-18 
17 The wicked will go down to the grave.[a] 
    This is the fate of all the nations who ignore God. 
18 But the needy will not be ignored forever; 
    the hopes of the poor will not always be crushed. 
 
Psalm 10:2 
The wicked arrogantly hunt down the poor. Let them be caught in the evil they plan for 
others. 
 

Psalm 12:4-6 
4 They say, “We will lie to our hearts’ content. 

    Our lips are our own—who can stop us?” 
5 The Lord replies, “I have seen violence done to the helpless, 

    and I have heard the groans of the poor. 
Now I will rise up to rescue them, 

    as they have longed for me to do.” 
6 The Lord’s promises are pure, 

    like silver refined in a furnace, 
    purified seven times over. 

 
Psalm 22:25-27 
25 I will praise you in the great assembly. 
    I will fulfill my vows in the presence of those who worship you. 
26 The poor will eat and be satisfied. 
    All who seek the Lord will praise him. 
    Their hearts will rejoice with everlasting joy. 
27 The whole earth will acknowledge the Lord and return to him. 
    All the families of the nations will bow down before him. 

 
Psalm 35:9-10 

9 Then I will rejoice in the Lord. 
    I will be glad because he rescues me. 

10 With every bone in my body I will praise him: 
    “Lord, who can compare with you? 

Who else rescues the helpless from the strong? 
    Who else protects the helpless and poor from those who rob them?” 

 
 



Psalm 37:14-15 
14 The wicked draw their swords 
    and string their bows 
to kill the poor and the oppressed, 
    to slaughter those who do right. 
15 But their swords will stab their own hearts, 
    and their bows will be broken. 
 

Psalm 40:16-17 
16 But may all who search for you 

    be filled with joy and gladness in you. 
May those who love your salvation 

    repeatedly shout, “The Lord is great!” 
17 As for me, since I am poor and needy, 
    let the Lord keep me in his thoughts. 

You are my helper and my savior. 
    O my God, do not delay. 

 
Psalm 41:1-3 
1 Oh, the joys of those who are kind to the poor! 
    The Lord rescues them when they are in trouble. 
2 The Lord protects them 
    and keeps them alive. 
He gives them prosperity in the land 
    and rescues them from their enemies. 
3 The Lord nurses them when they are sick 
    and restores them to health. 
 
 

Psalm 70:4-5 
4 But may all who search for you 

    be filled with joy and gladness in you. 
May those who love your salvation 
    repeatedly shout, “God is great!” 

5 But as for me, I am poor and needy; 
    please hurry to my aid, O God. 

You are my helper and my savior; 
    O Lord, do not delay. 

 
Psalm 72:1-4 
1 Give your love of justice to the king, O God, 
    and righteousness to the king’s son. 
2 Help him judge your people in the right way; 
    let the poor always be treated fairly. 
3 May the mountains yield prosperity for all, 
    and may the hills be fruitful. 
4 Help him to defend the poor, 
    to rescue the children of the needy, 
    and to crush their oppressors. 
 



Psalm 72:11-13 
11 All kings will bow before him, 

    and all nations will serve him. 
12 He will rescue the poor when they cry to him; 

    he will help the oppressed, who have no one to defend them. 
13 He feels pity for the weak and the needy, 

    and he will rescue them. 
 

Psalm 74:21 
Don’t let the downtrodden be humiliated again. Instead, let the poor and needy praise 
your name. 
 

Psalm 82:3-4 
3 “Give justice to the poor and the orphan; 

    uphold the rights of the oppressed and the destitute. 
4 Rescue the poor and helpless; 

    deliver them from the grasp of evil people. 
 
 
Psalm 107:41 
But he rescues the poor from trouble and increases their families like flocks of sheep. 
 
Psalm 109:21-23 
21 But deal well with me, O Sovereign Lord, 
    for the sake of your own reputation! 
Rescue me 
    because you are so faithful and good. 
22 For I am poor and needy, 
    and my heart is full of pain. 
23 I am fading like a shadow at dusk; 
    I am brushed off like a locust. 
 

Psalm 113:7 
He lifts the poor from the dust and the needy from the garbage dump. 

 
Psalm 132:14-16 
14 “This is my resting place forever,” he said. 
    “I will live here, for this is the home I desired. 
15 I will bless this city and make it prosperous; 
    I will satisfy its poor with food. 
16 I will clothe its priests with godliness; 
    its faithful servants will sing for joy. 
 

Psalm 140:12 
But I know the Lord will help those they persecute; he will give justice to the poor. 

 
 
 
 


